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FFEL Business Process and Data Standardization - Project Update

07/01/2008

Project Update: 

Federal Student Aid continues to conduct a series of conference calls with the FFEL community workgroup.  This month the FFEL community workgroup continued to review loan-level data elements.  The workgroup is nearing completion of the review of loan-level data elements and approved 30 additional data elements in the month of June.  As the workgroup approaches the finish line for loan-level data elements, they will begin to focus on identifying opportunities to streamline and utilize data standards for financial reporting.

In mid-July, the group will review notional samples of XML schemas. These samples of XML schemas will provide an example of how reusable XML data elements, that have been approved, fit into an overall XML schema.  Additionally, in July the workgroup will discuss guaranty agency financial reporting improvement opportunities by leveraging FFEL loan-level data standards.

As a result of some lengthy discussions during the FFEL Data Standards initiative, the workgroup decided to develop subgroups to focus on two specific topics.  The first subgroup focuses on payment history and collection data.  The second subgroup focuses on lender financial reporting.  The overall purpose of both subgroups is to work collaboratively with the FFEL Community to meet Federal Student Aid’s business needs (e.g., substantiation) without causing an undue reporting hardship on the FFEL Community.  The remainder of this section details the progress and work to date for each of the subgroups. 

The Payment History subgroup’s discussions center on Federal Student Aid’s business needs for receiving lender payment and collection histories, guarantors’ ability to provide lender payment history and collection data for assigned loans and propose solutions to meet Federal Student Aid’s business needs.  Federal Student Aid’s business need for payment history and collection data at the time of assignment is to substantiate principal and interest amounts outstanding for borrowers with data that is not collected on the assignment form.  During the month of June, the Payment History subgroup did not meet.  However, as a result of the Payment History subgroup’s second meeting in May, data elements from the claim form were added to the list of data elements for review by the external workgroup.  Data elements that have been approved by the external workgroup are: 

· TotalPaymentAmount: This basic component specifies the total amount of payments made by or on behalf of the borrower.

· NumberOfInstallmentsPaid: This basic component specifies the number of installments the due date was advanced because of payments made by or on behalf of the borrower.

· NumberOfInstallmentsDeferred: This basic component specifies the number of regular installments deferred.

· NumberOfInstallmentsForborne: This basic component specifies the number of regular installments forborne.
The Lender Financial Reporting subgroup is concentrating on FFEL lender financial reporting.  This subgroup discusses ways to:

· Reduce the burden of lender financial reporting through the collection of aid-level data elements 

· Substantiate invoices 

· Budget forecasts and expenditures by cohort

The Lender Financial Reporting subgroup conducted one meeting in the month of June to discuss scheduling of future meetings.  For the next meeting in July, the subgroup members were asked to follow up with their respective organizations and return with a proposed solution that meets the Department of Education’s need to forecast the total cost of a loan.  Subsequent meetings will focus on proposed solutions to provide Federal Student Aid with data to substantiate invoices.  

Current Status:
To date the workgroup approved 87 data elements.  The embedded file presents the data elements approved by the external workgroup as well as the definition, field length (FL) and field type (FT).  
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Comments and responses:  

Questions regarding this report or companion documents referenced above can be directed to DataStrategy@ed.gov.  

Reviewed by:  

All external communication has been reviewed by the communication subgroup of the FFEL Data Standards Workgroup, presented in Table 1. 

	Member
	Organization

	Ron Bennett
	Federal Student Aid

	Jonathan Way
	Federal Student Aid Contractor

	Mark Putman
	NCHELP

	Mike Balogh
	NCHELP

	Justin Draeger
	NASFAA


Table 1: External Communication Subgroup
Reference Materials: 

Workgroup participant list
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FFEL Business Process and Data Standardization - Workgroup Approved Data Elements


05/01/2008


		Data Element Name

		FL

		FT

		Definition



		FirstName

		35

		String (S)

		This basic component specifies the first name by which a person is legally known.



		LastName

		35

		S

		This basic component specifies the last name or surname by which a person is legally known.



		MiddleName

		35

		S

		This basic component specifies the middle name by which a person is legally known.



		BirthDate

		8

		Date (D)

		This basic component specifies the person's current date of birth. 



		SSN

		9

		Token (T)

		This basic component specifies the unique nine digit number assigned to a person in order to establish a US Social Security account.



		RealSSNCode

		

		T

		This basic component indicates whether the Social Security Number is a real Social Security Number or a pseudo number.



		DriversLicenseNumber

		50

		S

		This basic component specifies the person's driver's license number.



		DriversLicenseState

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies a code indicating the person's Driver's License State.



		RelationshipCode

		8

		S

		This element indicates the relationship of the person. 



		OrganizationName

		60

		S

		This basic component specifies the business name of an organization.



		AddressLine

		40

		S

		This basic component specifies the local delivery information such as street, building number, post office box, or apartment portion of a postal address.



		City

		30

		S

		This basic component specifies the city in which the address is located.  



		StateProvinceCode

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies the person or organization's U.S. State, Territory or Canadian Province. 



		PostalCode 

		17

		S

		This basic component specifies the code identifying a mailing address or Zone Improvement Plan assigned by a postal service.  



		CountryCode

		 

		T

		This basic component specifies the ISO standard 3166-alpa 2 Country code for the address.



		EmailAddress

		128

		S

		This basic component specifies the numbers, letters, and symbols used to identify an electronic mail (e-mail) user within the network to which the person or organization belongs. Follows the format of username@domain.



		PhoneNumber

		11

		S

		This basic component specifies a person's or organization's phone number.



		FinancialAwardBeginDate 

		8

		D

		This basic component identifies the date when classes begin for the specific period covered by aid 



		FinancialAwardEndDate 

		8

		D

		This basic component identifies the date when classes end for the specific period covered by aid 



		DisbursementAmount

		12

		Dc

		This basic component represents the disbursement amount.



		CancellationAmount 

		12

		Dc

		This basic component represents the amount of a disbursement that was cancelled or reduced.



		ResponsibilityChangeDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date when responsibility for an aid award changes from one organization to another.   



		ResponsibilityChangeReasonCode

		1

		T

		This basic component specifies the reason for change of responsibility.



		RepaymentPlanBeginDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date that the loan entered a repayment plan type.



		OutstandingPrincipalBalance

		11

		Dc

		This basic component represents the aggregate loan outstanding principal balance.



		OutstandingBalanceDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the effective date of the outstanding balance. 



		OutstandingInterestBalance

		11

		Dc

		This basic component represents the cumulative value of the borrower’s outstanding accrued interest balance.



		ActualInterestRate

		7

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the annual interest rate a lender charges on a loan, which may be equal to or less than the applicable interest rate on that loan.



		StatutoryRate

		7

		Dc

		This basic component represents the applicable interest rate that can be charged for the loan. 



		DisbursementDate 

		8

		D 

		This basic component indicates the current scheduled or actual disbursement date for the disbursement. 



		LateDisbursementIndicator 

		1

		B

		This basic component indicates if the disbursement will be issued after the Financial Award End Date or the borrower's last date of at least half-time enrollment, whichever is earlier. 



		CancellationDate 

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the effective date of the cancellation. The date must be a current or previous date.  



		PostWithdrawalReturnDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date the school communicates the return of funds to the disbursing agent.



		DisbursementReturnedAmount

		12

		Dc

		This basic component represents the net disbursement amount returned. 



		FinancialAwardStatusCode

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies the status of the award being reported.



		DefermentForbearanceName 

		1+

		S

		This basic component specifies the name of the type of deferment, waiver or forbearance that has been approved for the borrower. 



		FinancialAwardStatusBeginDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the effective date of a loan status.



		FinancialAwardStatusEndDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date a status is projected to end or actually ends. 



		AgingStatusCode

		1

		T

		This basic component specifies a loan's aging status throughout the financial aid lifecycle independent of the loan holder. 



		LastPaymentDate 

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date the last payment the borrower paid on the loan was applied to the account. 



		DefaultAversionRequestedDate

		8

		D

		This basic component represents the date the Default Aversion Assistance was requested



		DefermentForbearanceCode

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies the name of the type of deferment, waiver or forbearance that has been approved for the borrower. 



		RepaymentPlanCode

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies the code indicating the type of repayment plan for a loan that has entered repayment.



		CapitalizedInterestAmount 

		11

		Dc

		This basic component represents the amount of the accumulated capitalized interest remaining. 



		AcademicProgramName

		60

		S

		This basic component specifies the major, minor, and/or area of concentration of study.



		ReasonCode

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies the reason for reimbursement.



		PaidDate 

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the actual date of reimbursement 



		RefundDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the effective date of a claim refund.



		PrincipalAmountPaidtoLenderbyGA

		11

		Dc

		This basic component represents the total amount of principal paid to the lender by the GA.



		InterestAmountPaidtoLenderbyGA

		11

		Dc

		This basic component represents the total amount of accrued interest paid to the lender by the GA. 



		LoanForgivenessCode

		

		T

		This basic component specifies the forgiveness type as described in the enumeration list.



		AmountPaid

		11

		Dc

		The basic component represents the total amount of reimbursement.



		ReinsuranceReimbursementRate

		1

		C

		This basic component specifies the current Rate at which the reinsurance should be paid.



		RequestDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date when the request was made.



		RefundAmount

		11

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the amount of a refund.



		RequestAmount

		11

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the amount requested. 



		RepurchaseReasonCode

		

		T

		This basic component specifies the repurchase reason of a loan by a lender.



		DefaultDate

		8

		D

		This basic component represents the date the loan defaulted, as defined in regulations.



		CollectionFeeCap

		8

		N

		This basic component specifies the maximum rate of Collection Fee that can be charged to the borrower. 



		FederalEmployee

		1

		B

		This basic component indicates if the borrower has been identified as a Federal employee. 



		TotalOutstandingCollectionFees

		11

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the total outstanding fees assessed (not including contingency fees) against the borrower for to execute collection or skip tracing attempts.  



		TotalOutstandingAdministrativeOrOtherFees

		11

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the total outstanding current fees assessed against the borrower in accordance with program requirements for account collection, excluding collection fees and Treasury offset fees.



		MailDeliveryCode

		1

		T

		This basic component represents the mail delivery status. 



		JudgmentDate

		8

		D

		This basic component represents the date on which judgment was rendered on amount and validity of the debt. 



		RecoveryDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date recovery was applied to the loan principal, interest and/or fees.



		RecoveryReasonCode

		30

		T

		This basic component specifies the method of recovery.



		PrincipalRecovered

		11

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the amount of recovery applied to loan principal. 



		InterestRecovered

		11

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the amount of recovery applied to loan interest.



		FeesRecovered

		11

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the amount of recovery applied to fees



		TotalPaymentAmount

		11

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the total amount of payments made by or on behalf of the borrower.



		NumberOfInstallmentsPaid

		3

		INT

		This basic component specifies the number of installments the due date was advanced because of payments made by or on behalf of the borrower.



		NumberOfInstallmentsDeferred

		3

		INT

		This basic component specifies the number of regular installments deferred.



		NumberOfInstallmentsForborne

		3

		INT

		This basic component specifies the number of regular installments forborne. 



		FSAAccountNumber

		9

		S

		This basic component specifies the account number that is assigned by Federal Student Aid to a unique person.



		AnticipatedGraduationDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date on which the student is or was expected to graduate.



		EnrollmentStatusCode 

		40

		T

		This basic component indicates the student's enrollment status. 



		ReportedDate

		8

		D

		This basic component indicates the date when an event was reported by the reporting entity.



		RID

		8

		T

		This basic component specifies the Entity ID for an organization.



		AidID

		21

		S

		This basic component specifies a unique identity for an aid award across programs and systems, and across academic years. 



		EffectiveDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the effective date that an event took place.



		AidApprovalDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date the aid was approved. 



		ApprovedAmountOfAid

		12

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the approved aid amount.



		AidTypeCode 

		20

		T

		This basic component specifies the aid type based on a code. 



		AdditionalUnsubsidizedCode

		20

		T

		This basic component specifies the Loan Additional Unsubsidized Code.



		CPSTransactionNumber

		 

		N

		This basic component specifies the  transaction number from an eligible ISIR used to calculate award.



		FinancialAidAwardYear

		4

		N

		This basic component specifies the year corresponding to awards.  



		StudentLevelCode

		40

		T

		This basic component specifies the student's current college grade level in the program or college. 
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