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FFEL Business Process and Data Standardization - Project Update

05/06/2008

Project Update: 

Federal Student Aid continues to conduct a series of conference calls with the FFEL community workgroup.  Calls are generally conducted weekly.  This month the FFEL community workgroup continued to review the data elements discussed in the March 10 in-person meeting.  The workgroup made significant progress and approved 17 additional data elements in the month of April.  

As a result of some lengthy discussions during the FFEL Data Standards initiative, the workgroup decided to develop subgroups to focus on two specific topics.  The first subgroup will focus on payment history and collection data.  They will concentrate on Federal Student Aid’s business needs for receiving lender payment and collection histories, guarantors’ ability to provide lender payment history and collection data for loans where claims have been paid, and propose solutions to meet Federal Student Aid’s business needs.  

The Payment History Subgroup conducted its first meeting to establish their scope of work, and to review Federal Student Aid’s business needs, the Common Claim Initiative (CCI) and associated data elements.  The workgroup reviewed the current requirements for providing payment history during assignment and how the requirements were incorporated into the CCI process that was approved by the Department in December 2005.  Subgroup members were asked to follow up with their respective organizations and return with suggestions for achieving the discussed payment history information needs and to determine the most appropriate sources for this information.  The next meeting for the Payment History Subgroup will be the week of 5/12.  

The second subgroup will concentrate on FFEL lender financial reporting.  This subgroup will discuss ways to reduce the burden of lender financial reporting through the collection of aid-level data elements.  The first meeting of this subgroup is planned for mid-May.

Current Status:
To date the workgroup approved 44 data elements.  The embedded file presents the data elements approved by the external workgroup as well as the definition, field length (FL) and field type (FT).  
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Comments and responses:  

Questions regarding this report or companion documents referenced above can be directed to DataStrategy@ed.gov.  

Reviewed by:  

All external communication has been reviewed by the communication subgroup of the FFEL Data Standards Workgroup, presented in Table 1. 

	Member
	Organization

	Ron Bennett
	Federal Student Aid

	Jonathan Way
	Federal Student Aid Contractor

	Mark Putman
	NCHELP

	Mike Balogh
	NCHELP

	Justin Draeger
	NASFAA


Table 1: External Communication Subgroup
Reference Materials: 

Workgroup participant list
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FFEL Business Process and Data Standardization - Workgroup Approved Data Elements


05/01/2008

		Data Element Name

		FL

		FT

		Definition



		FirstName

		35

		String (S)

		This basic component specifies the first name by which a person is legally known.



		LastName

		35

		S

		This basic component specifies the last name or surname by which a person is legally known.



		MiddleName

		35

		S

		This basic component specifies the middle name by which a person is legally known.



		BirthDate

		8

		Date (D)

		This basic component specifies the person's current date of birth. 



		SSN

		9

		Token (T)

		This basic component specifies the unique nine digit number assigned to a person in order to establish a US Social Security account.



		RealSSNCode

		

		T

		This basic component indicates whether the Social Security Number is a real Social Security Number or a pseudo number.



		DriversLicenseNumber

		50

		S

		This basic component specifies the person's driver's license number.



		DriversLicenseState

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies a code indicating the person's Driver's License State.



		RelationshipCode

		8

		S

		This element indicates the relationship of the person. 



		OrganizationName

		60

		S

		This basic component specifies the business name of an organization.



		AddressLine

		40

		S

		This basic component specifies the local delivery information such as street, building number, post office box, or apartment portion of a postal address.



		City

		30

		S

		This basic component specifies the city in which the address is located.  



		StateProvinceCode

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies the person or organization's U.S. State, Territory or Canadian Province. 



		PostalCode 

		17

		S

		This basic component specifies the code identifying a mailing address or Zone Improvement Plan assigned by a postal service.  



		CountryCode

		 

		T

		This basic component specifies the ISO standard 3166-alpa 2 Country code for the address.



		EmailAddress

		128

		S

		This basic component specifies the numbers, letters, and symbols used to identify an electronic mail (e-mail) user within the network to which the person or organization belongs. Follows the format of username@domain.



		PhoneNumber

		11

		S

		This basic component specifies a person's or organization's phone number.



		FinancialAwardBeginDate 

		8

		D

		This basic component identifies the date when classes begin for the specific period covered by aid 



		FinancialAwardEndDate 

		8

		D

		This basic component identifies the date when classes end for the specific period covered by aid 



		DisbursementAmount

		12

		Dc

		This basic component represents the disbursement amount.



		CancellationAmount 

		12

		Dc

		This basic component represents the amount of a disbursement that was cancelled or reduced.



		ResponsibilityChangeDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date when responsibility for an aid award changes from one organization to another.   



		ResponsibilityChangeReasonCode

		1

		T

		This basic component specifies the reason for change of responsibility.



		RepaymentPlanBeginDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date that the loan entered a repayment plan type.



		OutstandingPrincipalBalance

		11

		Dc

		This basic component represents the aggregate loan outstanding principal balance.



		OutstandingBalanceDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the effective date of the outstanding balance. 



		OutstandingInterestBalance

		11

		Dc

		This basic component represents the cumulative value of the borrower’s outstanding accrued interest balance.



		ActualInterestRate

		7

		Dc

		This basic component specifies the annual interest rate a lender charges on a loan, which may be equal to or less than the applicable interest rate on that loan.



		StatutoryRate

		7

		Dc

		This basic component represents the applicable interest rate that can be charged for the loan. 



		DisbursementDate 

		8

		D 

		This basic component indicates the current scheduled or actual disbursement date for the disbursement. 



		LateDisbursementIndicator 

		1

		B

		This basic component indicates if the disbursement will be issued after the Financial Award End Date or the borrower's last date of at least half-time enrollment, whichever is earlier. 



		CancellationDate 

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the effective date of the cancellation. The date must be a current or previous date.  



		PostWithdrawalReturnDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date the school communicates the return of funds to the disbursing agent.



		DisbursementReturnedAmount

		12

		Dc

		This basic component represents the net disbursement amount returned. 



		FinancialAwardStatusCode

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies the status of the award being reported.



		DefermentForbearanceName 

		1+

		S

		This basic component specifies the name of the type of deferment, waiver or forbearance that has been approved for the borrower. 



		FinancialAwardStatusBeginDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the effective date of a loan status.



		FinancialAwardStatusEndDate

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date a status is projected to end or actually ends. 



		AgingStatusCode

		1

		T

		This basic component specifies a loan's aging status throughout the financial aid lifecycle independent of the loan holder. 



		LastPaymentDate 

		8

		D

		This basic component specifies the date the last payment the borrower paid on the loan was applied to the account. 



		DefaultAversionRequestedDate

		8

		D

		This basic component represents the date the Default Aversion Assistance was requested



		DefermentForbearanceCode

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies the name of the type of deferment, waiver or forbearance that has been approved for the borrower. 



		RepaymentPlanCode

		2

		T

		This basic component specifies the code indicating the type of repayment plan for a loan that has entered repayment.



		CapitalizedInterestAmount 

		11

		Dc

		This basic component represents the amount of the accumulated capitalized interest remaining. 
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